
OK for care

COVID-19 DECISION TREE FOR

CHILDCARE PROVIDERS

Do not provide care. Child can
return after 14 days from last

contact, unless symptoms
develop. Child must obtain
COVID-19 test if symptoms

develop. 

Do not provide care.
Child can return 72

hours after symptoms
are gone without
fever reducing

medicine.

Do not provide care. Evaluation
is needed by a health care

professional.

Child can return
72 hours after
symptoms are
gone without

fever-reducing
medicine.

YES

YES YES

Child can return
10 days after

symptom onset
and 24 hours
with no fever
without fever-

reducing
medicine.

NO

NO

POSITIVE COVID-19

TEST OR NO DOCTOR

VISIT

NO

Screen for
symptoms SYMPTOMS

RED FLAG SYMPTOMS

Loss of taste or smell
Difficulty breathing

Cough
Fever over 100.4

Low risk Symptoms

Fever at or under 100.4
Sore throat
Headache

Fatigue
Congestion/runny nose

Body/muscle aches
Nausea, vomiting, diarrhea

NEGATIVE COVID-19

TEST OR ALTERNATE

DIAGNOSIS

Source: Sacramento County Public Health

Paper Pinecone is the #1 most trusted childcare directory.
Register your program FREE TODAY to find families looking
for the best daycare and preschool programs in their area. 

www.paperpinecone.com

Has the child been
within 6 feet of a

COVID-19+ person for
more than 15 minutes? 

Does the
child have

symptoms?

Do they have two
or more low risk
symptoms or one

red flag symptom?


